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impossible to make these incidents fit in with the theory
that we have to deal with a correct historical account of
events that can be traced home to the life experiences of
Madame d'Epinay herself, or of Grimm, or of Diderot, or
of Kousseau.

And it becomes evident., if we compare the work as it
came out of the nineteenth-century editors' hands with
the work as the two manuscripts show it to us re-
arranged by Madame d'Epinay Js first peremptory editors,
Grimm and Diderot, that the last falsifiers of the docu-
ment have worked at cross purposes with the earlier ones.
For the original conspirators against Eousseau had a very
deliberate and well-thought-out design in the apparently
careless historical blunders that J. G. Brunet, with his
" knowledge of the times/' set himself studiously to
correct. Their intention was to establish the general
impression of Jean Jacques as an impostor, an ingrate, a
mischievous sophist, a self-centred egotist, in the end
driven mad by envy, vanity, suspiciousness and love of
notoriety, but to escape from the necessity of substan-
tiating any of the accusations put forward in support
of this theory of his character, by transparent disguises
thrown over these charges, permitting their authors the
licence allowed to novelists from whom exactitude in
matters of fact cannot be required.

Upon a different occasion we find Diderot, "whose taste
for reaching his ends by circuitous rather than straight
roads was recognized by his most friendly critics, em-
ploying the same plan of campaign that he was probably
responsible for here.

In his famous Note to the Essay upon Seneca, Diderot
did not name the " artificial scoundrel " he invited the
world at large to distrust and detest as the calumniator
of his old friends. And at the end of his denunciation
of the " atrocious man," the " ingrate," the " coward/'
etc., he wrote, " But did such a monster as this ever
exist f I cannot believe it"

Here was a phrase which, four years later, when a secondput itself on
